Training of hysteroscopic skills in residency program: the Dutch experience.
To evaluate whether hysteroscopy training in the Dutch gynecological residency program is judged as sufficient in daily practice, by assessment of the opinion on hysteroscopy training and current performance of hysteroscopic procedures. In addition, the extent of progress in comparison with that of the residency program of a decade ago is reviewed. Survey (Canadian Task Force Classification III). Postgraduate years 5 and 6 residents in obstetrics and gynecology and gynecologists who finished residency within 2008 to 2013 in the Netherlands. Subjects received an online survey regarding performance and training of hysteroscopy, self-perceived competence, and hysteroscopic skills acquirement. Response rate was 65% of the residents and 73% of the gynecologists. Most residents felt adequately prepared for basic hysteroscopic procedures (86.7%), but significantly less share this opinion for advanced procedures (64.5%) (p < 0.01). In comparison with their peers in 2003, the current residents demonstrated a 10% higher appreciation of the training curriculum. However, their self-perceived competence did not increase, except for diagnostic hysteroscopy. Regarding daily practice, not only do more gynecologists perform advanced procedures nowadays but also their competence level received higher scores in comparison with gynecologists in 2003. Lack of simulation training was indicated to be the most important factor during residency that could be enhanced for optimal acquirement of hysteroscopic skills. Implementation of hysteroscopic procedures taught during residency training in the Netherlands has improved since 2003 and is judged as sufficient for basic procedures. The skills of surgical educators have progressed toward a level in which gynecologists feel competent to teach and supervise advanced hysteroscopic procedures. Even though the residency preparation for hysteroscopy is more highly appreciated than a decade ago, this study indicated that simulation training might serve as an additional method to improve hysteroscopic skills acquisition. Future research is needed to determine the value of simulation training in hysteroscopy.